1 Introduction 


1 .1 The geographical context of 
Dangifie 

The Dangme language, which is called Adangme in Ga, sometimes 
spelled (incorrectly) 'Adangbe' in EngUsh, and often spelled 
'Adampe' during the nineteenth century and eariier, is the language 
of the Dangme or Adangme people (Dangmeli) of south-eastern 
Ghana. They number about half a miUion. Their homeland consists 
of the eastern half of the Accra plain, with the western boundary 
running roughly south-east to north-west between Gbugbla (Pram- 
pram), which today is the westernmost Dangme-speaking town on 
the coast, and Dodowa. The town of Kpone was once Dangriie- 
speaking, and the chief of the town still uses the Dangme language 
for ceremonial purposes, but in everyday Ufe the town is now Ga- 
speaking. To the east, Dangme is spoken along the coast as far as 
the mouth of the Volta river, but north of Ada there is an Ewe- 
speaking area (Tongu) south and west of the river. Dangme reaches 
the Volta again in the region of Asutsuare. In the Krobo region it 
extends north beyond the plain into the hilly forested area around 
Koforidua. The linguistic neighbours of Dangme are thus Ga to the 
west. Hill Guang (Kyerepong and Larteh) and Akan to the north 
and west, and Ewe to the north and east. Each of these languages 
has left its mark on Dangme. 

Apart from Dangmeland proper, Dangme speakers are to be 
found scattered all over modern Ghana. There are also a few small 
enclaves in what is otherwise Ewe-speaking territory that seem to 
date from the eighteenth century. The best known of these is the 
village of Esse Zogbedji, in the Cercle du Tsevie, Togo, which has 
been described in detail by Corminboeuf. Others, such as Agotime 
in the Volta Region of Ghana were historically Dangme-speaking 
but have shifted to Ewe as first language of the community and the 
language of daily Ufe. 
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